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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 2023


Meeting:  November 9, 2023 – Benton County Administration Building, Kennewick


Board Members Present				Benton County Employees
Dave McNeal, Chair 					Adam Fyall
Karla Brown, Secretary					
Robin Emmingham, Vice Chair
Michael LeCompte, Member
Kit McBurney, Member

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call
Chair, Dave McNeal, called the meeting to order at 6:39 PM and the Pledge was recited. 
Review & Approval of Agenda
The November 9, 2023, agenda was approved as submitted.
Review & Approval of Minutes
The October 2023 minutes were reviewed, and Mr. McNeal noticed some mistakes that needed to be adjusted that Adam will make to the minutes, such as misaddressing Chair/Vice Chair and “Hover” vs “Horn Rapids”, upon making those changes the minutes are approved by the Board.
Chair’s Report
The Chair thanked Ms. Brown for stepping up as recording secretary in the absence of the county staff administrative support. He thanked Adam for conducting the small tour of Badger Mountain and thanks to the board members and partners for rearranging schedules to meet tonight.   Mr. McNeal further acknowledged the interview candidates, Frank Cooper and Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez and asked Adam to explain the next steps for filling the vacancies.  Adam explained the procedure is for the Board to make recommendations to the Board of Commissioners, and it’s the Commissioners who make the appointments.  That should take place in a couple weeks. Mr. McNeal shared that he had the opportunity to observe a 4-H train the trainer program for National 4-H Shooting Sports Program hosted by TCSA at RMSF. He was impressed with how the instructors dealt with their candidate instructors who will, above marksmanship skills, instruct students on gun safety and build better kids.  He added that a partnership with them would be a great benefit. Mr. McNeal also sat in on a county staff meeting with respect to graffiti, vandalism, and misuse of the park resources, as well as update on signage acquisition process. He said that the restrooms at all the parks came up in the discussion. He also recently had the opportunity to show off Wallula Gap to a friend of his that was visiting in town.
Committee/Subcommittee Reports
There were no committee/subcommittee reports.
Staff Reports
In addition to the report, Adam added that there was recently a run fundraising event at Candy Mountain put on by Mirror Ministries. They ran a shuttle to the parking lot, so they weren’t all parking on site.  They ended up with 300 people and there were no calls from the neighborhood complaining so that was a success.  They indicated they want to come back next year, and he thinks we should probably cap the number of participants at 300 or 400 so they don’t have 1,000 show up. 
Robin asked Adam what happened with the Two Rivers boardwalk delay. Adam shared that in the permit applications, the length of the boardwalk was 150 feet, and it’s more like 450 feet. He talked that through with the planning department and was told that we have to go back and cycle it through again and it will set it back a couple months. 
Business
· Comprehensive Parks Plan
Mr. Beckwith should have the final draft tomorrow or next week.  We moved the review to our December 12th meeting and Mr. Beckwith plans to attend that meeting. The contract with Beckwith expires 12/31, so Adam would like to be done with the CPP by then or if not, renew the contract through to March.  Hopefully the Board can get the final edits back to Beckwith after the December meeting. Adam handed out the table of contents and items for consideration. Adam would like the Board to think about what we want to raise to our priority area.  He suggests the Board do something similar to what the fairgrounds staff are doing with the commissioners to develop a work plan and priority. 

A big part of this plan is to consider financing the park system. Adam wants the Board to put together a plan of what we want to advocate for. 

Adam said that we are going to get a draft plan from Beckwith which will be a complete document. We would get a draft from him, then, we provide comments and then he can finalize the document for us so we could theoretically finish it from there if we weren’t able to make final decisions before the end of the year. 

There was a discussion on having a special meeting to focus on the plan in lieu of having it as an agenda item at the December meeting. Board members agreed that would be a good decision. Once the Board adopts a plan, we send it to the state and that certifies us for 6 years and then every 6 years we would have to take action to readopt it. 

· Election of 2024 Officers
There was an election of officers in the summer of 2023 when then-Chair Faamausili resigned. Since the Bylaws state that November is the annual election month, the Board considered the summer election as an interim to tonight’s election. Ms. McBurney moved the Board for a motion that the officers elected in the summer due to the chair resignation, should continue as such.  The motion was approved by the Board and all elected officers consented to appointment.  Mr. McNeal will continue as Chair, Mr. Emmingham will continue as Vice Chair and Ms. Brown will continue as Secretary for a 2-year term commencing January 2024. 
Public Comments/Poll of the Board/Adjournment
Public Comment: 
Members of the public had questions about the consultant and the parks comprehensive plan and how that works with filling with the state and making changes. 
Mickie from the Native Plant Society shared that this Sunday they will continuing planting sage brush and spread some seed. Most natives are fire retardant. She also shared that some younger members have joined their Board, and it has been nice to have the younger generations take interest.
Poll of the Board:
Robin Emmingham commented that he is really impressed with our candidates. He thinks the Board can make the comprehensive plan a useful document.  He is disappointed we can’t accept bids for the boardwalk, he was looking forward to that. He is looking forward to the subcommittee meeting at Hover next week to move forward with the parking lot plan and potential partnership with the airsoft. 
Karla Brown thanked the park board applicants and is looking forward to finalizing the comprehensive park board plan. 
Michael LeCompte enjoyed meeting the two park board candidates. He participated in the run at Candy Mountain and thought it was extremely well organized.
Kit McBurney thanked the officers for accepting the roles starting in January and commented that it was great to participate in the sagebrush planting. 
The public meeting adjourned at 7:27 PM so the Board could go into the planned executive session.  
Executive Session: 
The executive session began at 7:27 PM and ended at 8:00 PM when the public meeting re-commenced. Ms. McBurney made a motion to recommend the two park candidates to the commissioners, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Mendoza and the motion was approved by the Board. 
Mr. Emmingham made a motion to authorize staff to get a level 1 environmental assessment and property appraisal of a potential property previously discussed, the motion was unanimously approved.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:06 PM.
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